HONORS VOCABULARY LISTS
Unit 1

1. Adjunct – a subordinate; an assistant

2. Admonish – to warn; to caution

3. Advocate – to recommend; a person who supports

4. Affiliate – a partner or associate; to have a connection to

5. Affliction – something that causes great suffering

6. Aghast – a sense of horror or dismay

7. Alacrity – willingness; liveliness

8. Alienate – to make others unfriendly toward you

9. Aloof – reserved; standoffish

10. Allude – to hint at; to refer to indirectly

Unit 2

1. Amalgamate – to combine

2. Ambidextrous – can use either hand equally well

3. Anachronism – something out of place and time

4. Animate – to give life or motion to

5. Antiquated – very old; no longer used or useful

6. Anthropomorphic – personification of animals, objects, or gods

7. Aphorism – statement of truth or principle

8. Aplomb – self-confidence

9. Bandy – a quick give and take in conversation

10. Bane – the cause of ruin, harm, or distress

Unit 3

1. Beget – to produce

2. Begrudge – to give with reluctance; to resent someone’s success

3. Belated – delayed

4. Beleaguer – to besiege by encircling

5. Benediction – blessing

6. Beneficiary – one who receives benefits from

7. Berate – scold or rebuke severely

8. Berserk – state of violent or destructive rage

9. Bias – a prejudiced view for or against
10. Bibliophile – a lover of books

Unit 4

1. Bilk – to swindle or cheat

2. Blatant – conspicuous; obvious

3. Blight – something that destroys or prevents growth

4. Cache – a hiding place; hidden things

5. Cadaverous – pale, gaunt, or corpselike

6. Calumny – a false and malicious accusation

7. Careen – to lurch from side to side

8. Caricature – exaggeration of one’s features

9. Carnage – a bloody and extensive slaughter 

10. Carp – nag

Unit 5

1. Catalyst – something that speeds up a result or reaction

2. Catholic – wide-ranging, universal

3. Cavort – to leap about

4. Chafe – to irritate by rubbing 

5. Charisma – to possess a great appeal or attraction for others
6. Chauvinist – one who has a fanatical devotion to his/her sex, religion, or country

7. Chicanery – trickery; tricky talk used to deceive or evade

8. Choleric – easily angered

9. Dally – to waste time

10. Dastardly – mean and cowardly 

Unit 6

1. Daub – to paint coarsely or unskillfully
2. Daunt – to make afraid; to discourage

3. Dawdle – waste time

4. Debonair – gracious, elegant

5. Decadence – moral deterioration

6. Declaim – to speak in a dramatic, pompous, or blustering manner

7. Defunct – no longer in existence

8. Deify – to make a god of; to worship as a god

9. Delete – cross out; take out

10. Delude – to fool; to mislead

Unit 7

1. Deluge – overwhelming rush

2. Demented – insane; mentally ill

3. Demise – death, cease to exist

4. Denigrate – ruin someone’s reputation

5. Denizen – occupant; inhabitant

6. Deplete – use up gradually

7. Desecrate – damage a holy place

8. Desist – to stop

9. Desolate – forlorn; lonely; uninhabited

10. Despot – absolute ruler; a dictator

Unit 8 

1. Edifice – a large structure

2. Educe – to bring out

3. Eerie – mysterious; weird

4. Efface – to wipe out; obliterate

5. Effrontery – unashamed boldness

6. Effusive – excessively demonstrative

7. Egalitarian – belief in equality

8. Egress – a way to go out

9. Elated – in high spirits

10. Elite – the best of a group

Unit 9

1. Elude – to escape notice; to get away from

2. Embroil – to draw into a conflict or fight

3. Emit – give out; to send forth

4. Emissary – one sent on a special mission

5. Enmity- hostility
6. Ensue – to result from

7. Entice – to attract by offering a reward

8. Entity – an independent being

9. Envisage – forma mental picture

10. Epigram – a witty saying
11. Epitaph – inscription on a tombstone

12. Equivocal – ambiguous

13. Eradicate – destroy; wipe out

14. Fabricate – to make, build; to make up a story

15. Façade – deceptive outward appearance; front of a building

Unit 10

1. Fallible – capable of error

2. Fallow – unproductive; inactive

3. Farcical – absurd, ridiculous

4. Fatalistic – belief that all things are inevitable

5. Fawn – a young deer; to act slavishly submissive

6. Fealty – loyalty

7. Feign – to pretend

8. Feisty – aggressive; lively, energetic

9. Felicity – happiness

10. Felonious – of or like a major crime

11. Fester – to grow embittered; to rot

12. Fiat – an official order

13. Fidelity – faithfulness

14. Filch – to steal

15. Filial – due from one’s child

Unit 11

1. Flagrant - outrageous, glaringly bad

2. Fluent – speak or write easily, clearly
3. Flux – a state of continual change
4. Foible – a minor character flaw
5. Fracas – a loud quarrel
6. Frivolous – silly; trivial

7. Futile – useless

8. Gaff – a large hook

9. Gait – a way of walking

10. Gambit – opening maneuver one uses to gain advantage

11. Gape – stare with an open mouth

12. garble – to distort

13. genealogy – family history

14. genesis – origin; beginning

15. ghastly – horrible, frightful

Unit 12

1. Gird – to dress, to equip, to encircle

2. Gist – main idea

3. Glean – to gather bit by bit

4. Glutinous – gluey, sticky

5. Gorge – to swallow or eat greedily

6. Gothic – medieval; a type of fiction that uses remote, gloomy settings

7. Granary – storehouse for grain

8. Gratify – to please

9. Guile – slyness and cunning in dealing with others

10. Gull – swindle or cheat

11.  Gyrate – to rotate, spin

12. Harp – to talk incessantly about something

13. Haughty – proud, arrogant

14. Havoc – great destruction

15. Hilarity – joy

Unit 13

1. Holocaust – complete destruction of life

2. Homily – sermon

3. Hone – to sharpen

4. Hovel – a dirty, wretched domicile

5. Humane – kind, compassionate

6. Imbibe – to drink (liquor)

7. Imbue – to fill completely

8. Immaculate – spotless

9. Impede – obstruct, hinder

10. Impel – push into motion

11. Impermeable – cannot pass through

12. Impertinent – disrespectful and rude

13. Imperturbable – not easily excited

14. Impervious – not affected by

15. Impetuous – acting suddenly without thought

Unit 14

1. Jaded – dulled by overindulgence

2. Jargon – vocabulary distinctive to a particular group

3. Judicious – showing good judgment

4. Kindred – of similar nature; related by birth

5. Knead – to work dough or day into a mixture

6. Lacerate – to tear (flesh) jaggedly

7. Lackadaisical – uninterested, listless

8. Lackey – slavish follower

9. Laggard – one who falls behind

10. Lament – mourn

11. Lampoon – written satire

12. Languish – to become weak or feeble

13. Lateral – to the side 

14. Lax – negligent, careless

15. Lethal – deadly, fatal

Unit 15

1. Licentious – morally unrestrained

2. Macabre-horrible, grim

3. Mandarin – an influential person

4. Martial – warlike; military

5. Melee – noisy, confused fight

6. Mendicant – a beggar

7. Mesmerize – to hypnotize

8. Minion – a fawning, servile follower

9. Mitigate – become milder; make less severe

10. Modicum – a small amount

11. Nadir – lowest point

12. Narcissistic – conceited

13. Nefarious – very wicked

14. Nemesis – something that can’t be conquered; a hated enemy

15. Neophyte – a beginner

Unit 16

1. Nepotism – favoritism shown toward relatives

2. Numismatist – coin collector

3. Obeisance – a bow or gesture of respect

4. Obsequy – a funeral rite or ceremony

5. Obtrude – to force oneself on others

6. Ogre – hideous being; monster

7. Opiate – a narcotic; anything that causes sleep or brings relief

8. Oscillate – to swing back and forth

9. Ostentatious – pretentious, showy

10. Oust – dispossess; expel
11. Pacify – to calm down

12. Paean – song of praise or joy

13. Pall – something that covers or conceals

14. Pallid – pale

15. Palpable – obvious; capable of being touched

Unit 17

1. Pariah – an outcast

2. Patrician – an aristocrat

3. Paucity – scarcity

4. Pedagogue – a schoolteacher

5. Penchant – a strong liking for

6. Pensive – dreamily thoughtful

7. Penury – extreme poverty

8. Personification – a figure of speech; a perfect example

9. Quaff – to drink in large quantities

10. Qualm – a feeling of uneasiness

11. Query-to inquire, ask

12. Queue – a line of people waiting their turn

13. Rabid – intense; violent or raging

14. Rambunctious – unruly; uncontrolled exuberance

15. Rancid – having a bad taste or smell

